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DEPARTMENT OF THE INIRRIOR,
@General Land Offloce, \
Wachington, D.0,, June 15, 1808,
CIRCULAR,
TO UNITED STATES SURVEYORS GENIRAL,
Sir: 1
On page 224 of the 1884 Manual of Surveying Instruections, it
is stnted eca follows:

vIf it bocomes necessary to retrace any of the exterior lines
in order to properly cloze their lines of survey 1t must be done

at the deputy's own erpense as a lepitimate contingent in executing
the contract,®

The construction to be put upon this pordppeph 1is to the effect
thgt deputies vhen closing their linea upon 51@ work should not
expect and will not be allowed compensation for running over the
lines previously  established, when it is done for the purbose of
identifying and locating corncrs upon which they are instructed to
close, or from which they are ingtructed to initiate their surveys.

The paragraph is not intended to disallow compensation for re—

tracements.mada for the purpose of accounting Ffor connectieons and
clogings upon previously surveyed lines, #nd for the purnoese. of
vindicating the distances and bearings of those connecting and clos—
ing lines in casges whers tne absence oi' such showing would he cone-
sidered by thls office to indicate a Tallure on the part of the
deputy to conform his work to the requirements of the Manual.,

For example, supposc the deputy is required to establizn the
., W, and B. boundaries of section 13, the range line having been
previocusly eastablicshed and accepted, arnd his latitudinel linez dif-
for in length more than the Umit allowed by the Manual; it wlll be
the duty of the deputy to retrace the I. boundary of this section
and note the alinement in order to explain this excess of differ-
ence, . )

Tn the same manner an excess of closing on this east boundary

vhen running the latitudinal lines of said section vill have to be

ascounted Tor by a remeasurement of the maid boundary,
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In cages of clooings updn pravious work in the lntorior of a4
tovmship, the deputy often finds that his lines show an excess
over ldmlts of several choins in alinemont and maacurement on op-
posite sides of a seotion, Fis dutr in such easem’ i3 to re~run
the goetion boundaries adjoining nis vork to locate the error end T
Te—-gset cornerg i found dilapida ad or insufficiently witnesszed,
If no error in excess of limits is dicecovered, payment will not
pe allowed Tor the reacon that the depulyts ovnt work will thug
inferentially be ahiown defective, He iz not required to re-=run
lines beyond those of tiie adjoining section,

In anothef exarple: Buppozme the deputy in subdividing a tovn-
. ship, the N, boundary of which is already necepted, and the adjoin-
ing township on the north subdivided and aceppted, finda the lengtis
of- his closing lines in the north tier, and the distances on the
north boundaries of the sections of this tier to be in excess of
limits, he should retrace and romeasure the north boundary of tovm-
ship and report the measurementa, ro—sgtablishing dllapidoted and
defective corner moruments at the time, If the line ag re-run by
him prove to bhe within limits, he will not be paid for the re"urvcy
. but if the .line be out of limits, ne i1g entitled to compenseiion
therefor, I

Deputies will also be instructed that in any case of fi;ding
a misclosure, in connecting new surveyslwith accopted surveys, the
rresumption is in favor of the correctness of accepted work instead
of the new lines being run, rrovided no evidence to the contrary
exists, A mingle trial or random line by the last deputy cannot
“be held to discredit the connected system of work previouely ac-
copted under a previous contract. Hence a deputy rmat 1irzt retraco
and examine those of his own lines liable to contain the error

which caused sald misclosure, I#f he ithen finds his own work ac—

LAY

curate, and is willing to abide by the result of an inspection
thereof, he is required to retrace the older line in vhich he sus-

AT
pects error, and Justify hig own work by showing the truc condition,
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This ﬁfinoipla is the bads of the first paragraph on pago 53
of the Manuel, and is a condition precedent to the retrncements
treated of in this circular.

In cases where the deputy 1ls subdividing a tovmahip, the boun-

e

dories of whieh are entirely or partly obliternted, and he cannot
in closing thereon, idontify or loecate sowe of the cornors, he
should re-establish the -line in accordance with the rulce lald down
in the Mamnual, pages 72, 73, and 74, QOther cascsaigeated of in
those pages in which deputles will be govorned by the dircetions
given therein, It is not necessary to moke suppositious cases

- of every vqriety of ¢ircumstances viileh the deputy 1s liabile to
encounter, It is sufficient to state that retraceients and re-
surveys nbt gpecifically provided for in theldeputy's special
Instruections, which are deemed by the deputy to be necessary to

make a congistent showing of his vork (tlids office to decide as to

the necesasity thereof when finally passing upon the work), and re-

tracements and resurveys found necessary by reason of obliteration

will be paid for, satisfactory evidence being required in all
caseg that they were necessary,

These retracements must be corroborated by the examiner- before
Ithe deputy will be allowed compensation, and retracemente thus made,
as well ag resurveys, will be noted in the data furnished by Sur-
veyors General to the exéminers when starting for the field ingpec~
tion, and the latter will be required to examine each mile or portion
of a nile of such rctracements in order to verlfy the work done by
the deputy for vhich he acks compensation,

Thon tho apecinl inatructiones accompanying the contraect
gpeclfy that certain lines of old surveys are to be re-establiched,
resurvayed, or retraced, if certain conditions be met with, and zuch
work is performed in compliance therewith, there will be no question
ag to the compensatlon therefor,

You ave further directed to notify deputies that rotracements , |

mande for the purpose of accounting fbr'connections and cloasings
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made on 1ihé§ of old surveys, and to justify the length and bearing
of connectlon and closing lines, where the absence of such would
indicate failure to conform to the requirements of the Kanual, vill

be paid for at the minirmum rate per mile named in their contracts &

.

for the clags of lines retraced (bace lines, standard lines, and
guide meridians, beinr clagsed as township lines, as the Manual
does not require that such lines vhen retraced be doubly chained in
any instonee), provided the reestablishrents, resurveys and retrace-
ments gtated in his notes are corroborated by the field axariner,

For reestéblishments and resurveys (those vhich involve the
establishments of corners), the deputy will be paid at the ratos
Der mile nomed in his contract for the class Fnd character of lines
re—gstabliéhed or resurveved,

In restofing-lost or obliterated corners the devbuty will,
vhen 1t is appiiceble, follow the pamphlet of instructions'fbr
"kestoration of Lost or Obliterated Corners and Subdivision of
soctions®, lssued by the General Land Office October 16, 18¢¢, a
copy of which accompanies the Manual now in his possession.

Notes of reestablishments, recurvevs, and retracements will
be full notes in e&ary particular, and they will be incorporated in
a book by themselves, The title page thereof will clearly staote
as usual, the surveys made, when and by vhom, and under what author-
ity. Pollowing the index.will be an affidavit by the deputy ex~
blanatory of the lines so reestablished, resurveyed, or retraced,
and setting Pforth the absoluts neceggity thererfor, Following this
salffidavit will be tﬁe usual preliminary oaths of assistants covering
the retracements or resurveys,. Then will follow the notes of said
surveys, 3

In all cases: of raetracenents nnd resurveys the deputy will

Al

append a table of latitudes and departures showingy that the ex-—
terior lines limiting his work clome within alloweble limits of

arror, i
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Followinp the notes, the usual Ffinal oath of the deputy and

his ageistants will be inserted, They will cover the resurveys

only,
{Signed) Binger Hermann,
’ A : Cormdssioner,
J.I ‘?. A.I-{.

DERPARTMENT OFTITHE INTERIOR,
June 13, 1898,
The foregoing instructions ars hersby approved and suthority

18 hereby given the Commissioner of the Genoral Land OfTice to
direct the surveyors general to attach tho same to the special
instructions to deputy surveyors accompanying éach contract for
the éurvey gf the public lands, the same to' form a‘'part of such
special instructions.

(8igned), ¢, H. Blgas,

SBecretory,

A8y



